ABOUT US

The Kindergarten, a Department of Education and Child
Development site, is centrally situated in the town of Lobethal,
serving a growing community, including smaller townships, orchards
and farmlands up to 30 kilometres away. The history of Lobethal has
strong German origins, however the majority of families are now
Anglo -Australian. Lobethal is a cohesive and co  -operative
community, supporting its kindergarten with a high level of parent
involvement. From kindergarten, most children progress to small
primary schools in either the public or private school systems.

OTHER SERVICES

Through partnership with other early childhood services, the centre is
able to offer the following additional services:

Playgroup

Dental care - children attending kindergarten are eligible for free
dental treatment through the school dental service.

Health and development checks through Child and Youth Health
Services

Access to a team of specialists - speech pathologists, special
educators, psychologist, social worker  -free of charge to families
through the Department of Education and Child Development
Speak to the staff if you have any concerns and together we can
decide on the appropriate service.

SINGLE INTAKE

Please note 2013 was the start of single intake for Schools and Pre-

schools in South Australia. (0Same first
for South Australian Childrend). This mea
before May 1 st they will start preschool on the first day of Term 1 in

that year. However, if a child turns four on or after May 1 st they will

start preschool on the first day of Term 1 the following year . For more

information see staff.

OUR WEBSITE

Lobethal Kindergartends website can

www.lobethalkgn.sa.edu.au
Our blog can also be found on the website. We regularly post
about many of the amazing experiences we have as part of
our kindy programme. Itds a great way
about the wonderful things your children are part of whilst

at kindy. Welcome to Lobethal
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Our Core Business :
growing and learning

eeéetoget her .

A copy of our centreds current
centre or on our website www.lobethalkgn.sa.edu.au, for you to read.
This statement essentially outlines what we believe about how children
learn and why, and the ways in which we will foster this learning. Our
philosophy statement also mentions the value of strong relationships
across all stakeholders at our kindy - Parent ; child,; staff and the strong
link that we have in partnership with families and our community.

MANAGEMENT

The Kindergarten is managed by a Governing Council
parents, the director, the
representative.

An Annual General Meeting is called in February to elect the Governing
Counci l This group manages the
grounds, buildings and equipment are maintained; sets priorities for
improvements; sets policy for change and future directions; represents
the interests of all users of the kindergarten, and includes a sub commit-
tee which organise fundraising during the year.

& comprised of

The salaries of the teaching staff are covered by the State Government.
The Governing Council receives an amount of Government money

each year, which has to be supplemented by term fees paid for by
kindergarten families accessing our services, and/or fundraising, in order
to cover running costs (cleaning, water, electricity etc), consumables
(paint, paper etc) and maintenance or improvements to building and
equipment. The Governing Council relies on support for its fundraising
efforts from all kindergarten parents and the wider community.

CURRICULUM

Our kindy has a strong emphasis on providing a nature based outdoor
learning environment which is utilized through all seasons of the year and in
all weather. Children have the opportunity to access outdoor play spaces
in all but the most extreme weather, so need to be prepared with suitable
clothing etc to allow participation. You will be kept informed of curriculum
interests and topics via newsletters and the notice board. If your family can
contribute to these in any way, please let us know. Families are a valuable
resource in so many ways.

When planning for childrends
reporting to families, the kindergarten uses the National Early Years
Learning Framework, Belonging, Being and Becoming. We use the learning
outcomes stated in the framework
learning.
The outcomes are:

Children have a strong sense of identity

Children are connected with and contribute to their world

Children have a strong sense of wellbeing

Children are confident and involved learners

Children are effective communicators

Feedback about your childs kindy experiences are provided to
families via learning journey folders, individual learning plans and
informal discussions with staff.
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KINDERGARTEN SESSION INFORMATION

In 2016 Kindergarten sessions will be held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 9.00am to 3.00pm (these times are subject to change, so please
confirm with the Kindergarten as required) An Additional Thursday once

a fortnight will also be held if the South Australian Government once
again provides universal access (15 hours of preschool per child) for
2016.

available at the

WHAT TO BRING TO KINDY.

When children come to kindergarten they will need to bring:

statement s

X A filling and nutritious lunch in a named lunch box. Staff will
encourage the children to eat savory before sweet, and also to
eat a reasonable amount before going off to play. For health
and safety reasons lunches are stored in the fridge throughout
the day. Food will not be heated up for children to help elimi-
nate the risks of burns and scalds.

X One healthy morning snack and one healthy afternoon snack.

Heafrﬂit(ivggetgbfe/fch'ee%ee & craa}:lpers) Bleagetsgnd these cut
up and ready to eat.

centreds Xfi nRBrinkhotie filleg with avater.s\We ralso have avater available at

kindy.

X A named library bag...children are encouraged to borrow a
book each day that they attend kindy. We currently use a com-
puterized borrowing system, which requires that children return
a book before borrowing another. (ie. one book borrowed at a
time)

X A Sunsmart hat (compulsory for outside play in term 1 and 4)

X Waterproof clothing for winter months, sunsmart clothing for
summer months, and at least one full change of clothes.
X We have kindy T -shirts, hats, hoodies and waterproof pants

available for purchase. All except the pants have the kindy
logo on them.
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ON ARRIVAL

Please ensure you apply sunscreen each morning (there is sunscreen
available at kindy if you forget at home), then staff will assist children to
re-apply before after -lunch play.

Sign your child into the sign in sheet

Place lunch boxes, morning fruit, afternoon fruit, and water bottles in
the baskets. Place bag in a locker.

Greet a staff member with your child

Settle your child into an activity if required and then say goodbye.

GENERAL INFORMATION

A professional photographer visits the kindergarten once during the
year to take photos.

Usually we celebrate a childés Dbirth:i
Because some children have food aller
included because of their fareyl yds re

celebration is more appropriate than bringing cake from home to
share.

Families are very welcome in the centre. Parents and sometimes
grandparents can add much depth and variety to the kindergarten
curriculum by sharing their skills, interests, culture and experience with
the children as a group.
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FEES

The kindergarten term fee is $150.00, which also contributes to

lunchtime care costs and covers general materials and resources.

You will receive a fees invoice at the beginning of the year. Payment

can be made for a full year or term by term. EFTPOS/DD/cash. No

child is ever excluded from kindergarten for financial reasons. If pay-

ment of fees is proving a problem, please speak to the Director to dis-
cuss payment options or adjustments.
Weekdé which is week 4 of each term.

A newsletter
pocket.
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Policies and Procedures

You can find a copy of all our policies and procedures located in a
folder in the parent information area. You will receive a copy of the
following policies in your enrolment pack & Enrolment, orientation
and settling in policy, Sunsmart policy, healthy food policy, allergy
aware policy, social media policy, and our site behavior code.
Additional policies available for your perusal include & parent
complaints, medications, excursions, bushfire action plan and our
Psychological Health policy. Please feel free to discuss any aspects
of policies with staff.




